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Principal’s Pen
National Day of Action Against Bullying and
Violence
This Friday, the 15th of March, we will again be
carrying out schoolwide activities to focus on ways
that our children can address bullying. Last year, we
surveyed our children from Year 2 to Year 6 to get a
snapshot of what our children understood about
bullying, how they dealt with bullying and their
experience of being bullied. Students were asked to
answer, in their own words, the question, “What is
bullying?” A selection of these responses will be
published in our 2018 Annual Report.
The written responses indicated that, while some of our students had an
understanding of bullying and all that it entails, many confused everyday conflicts
between peers, with bullying. The answers also indicated that as our students mature,
many develop a better understanding of bullying and are able to explain it. This is not
consistent though, indicating that even in some of our Year 4, 5 and 6 classes, some
students still did not fully understand the difference between bullying and single
instances of disagreement or conflict between equals. Our students’ perception of
Goollelal Primary was largely positive. Two areas for attention in future planning will
be to encourage bystanders to help victims if they witness bullying and for students to
tell an adult if they see other children suffering from bullying.
Overriding all, it was evident that the students of Goollelal Primary understood the
importance of sharing, caring and kindness. Our staff discussed the survey results and
strategies to educate our students about bullying, and strategies to deal with bullying
were formulated and included as aspirations in our new Business Plan 2018-2020 as
part of our ‘Safe, Supportive and Sustainable Environment’ focus area.

Harmony Day
Next week is Harmony Week and our school will be taking part with special activities planned on Wednesday and
Thursday. On Wednesday our Kindy classes will enjoy a “Harmony Morning” and on Thursday our Pre Primary to
Year 6 classes will take part in the Harmony Day Assembly, tabloid activities, art projects and an incursion with the
Urban Indigenous company. Thank you to Mrs Kym Tarr, Mrs Kelly Egan and Mrs Diane Harvey for planning this
event. Thanks also to Mrs Pia Bonifant for helping to prepare a chicken coop mural activity and for volunteering to
help out on the day.
Before & After School Duty of Care
Students who arrive at school before the 8:50am siren are asked to sit quietly on the benches outside their
classroom until their teacher opens the classroom door (unless they are school leaders who are helping Mr Rintoul).
Doors will open by 8.30 so that children can prepare for the day ahead. Parents are also welcome to come into the
Book Nook area to sit with their child / children before school.
I would also like to remind parents that when you collect your child from the classroom at the end of the day, you
assume duty of care. This means that if you stay on the school grounds, your child/children must be closely
supervised. I do understand that some parents like to take this time to catch up with friends and to enjoy the
beautiful weather, but it would be preferable that all children have left the grounds by 3.40pm. I would like to ask
that any parents or family members who collect their children from class and then decide to stay on the school
grounds, take extra care in closely supervising their children. This includes making sure that children do not re-enter
or run around school buildings. This is a child safety issue and can impact on school security.
P&C News

Our P&C Dad and Me Campout is being held this Saturday from 3pm on the school oval. Please see the flier for more
details.
A note will be going home this week asking for volunteers for P&C Events. Our P&C are asking for volunteers to assist
with our Dads Campout, Chillin Tuesdays, Easter Raffle and other events. They are also looking for volunteers to
coordinate or assist with the disco and proposed quiz night. If you are interested in helping out, please complete the
form or email the P&C at Goollelal P&C pandc@goollelalps.wa.edu.au
We are also looking for P&C Class Representatives from each classroom to attend the P&C meetings where possible
(one per term on a Tuesday night) and distribute information to parents/caregivers in your child’s class. Our P&C
Class Representatives are the P&C ‘contact person’ for each class.

Lynne
Lynne Anderson | Principal

Goollelal Primary School

L’PEN

Deputy’s Desk

I want to sing like the birds sing and not worry about who hears or what they think
As you are all aware the year six students work within three leadership groups. The
Leadership Program aims to provide each student with an opportunity to develop
their leadership skills and increase their sense of belonging and ownership. The
students assume a wide range of responsibilities which assist with the day-to-day
running of the school.
Last week my Environment and Technology group spent the morning making the
front of the school beautiful. They raked, swept and planted a lot of new plants and
watered them in. I would like to thank the group for all their efforts and the good
grace in which they conducted themselves.
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Choir
Today there was a packed house in choir with 65 students showing up. I must say that I am thrilled with the growing
number of boys who attend. We only have two choir rules which are to treat each other with respect and to have
fun. This year I have included relaxation into the regime of songs. It is interesting to see how difficult, closing your
eyes is and listening to some beautiful music. We will all get better at it as time goes by. The relaxation song has a
two prong approach to ensure that children are exposed to a variety of music genres and to know the value in
listening to peaceful, beautiful music. This year we have also added some dance. Thank you La-Li and Marnie for
having the initiative to create a dance and teach it to us.
ANZAC Day
We are all looking forward to ANZAC DAY Ceremony which will be in the under covered area at 9:00am on 12 April,
the last day of term and hosted by the Environment Leadership team. As always, I will be asking the school
community to provide roses for our wreath and the event is open to the entire Goollelal community.
Book Swap
The Book Swaps continue to be a thriving success. We try to keep a little over supply of books for all age groups. Last
week Tieana donated an enormous box of beautiful books so we will have lots for middle and upper primary at our
next event, which will be on 26 March during recess.
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From the Community

A reminder that, for duty of care reasons, the Department of Education requires us to differentiate between
school organized, P&C organised and business/community activities. These are non-school activities.
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https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/au-uken/triple-p/

https://www.joondalup.wa.gov.au/kb/resident/joondalup-festival-2019
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