
Principal’s Pen 

We have had a lovely fortnight here at Goollelal Primary with lots going on around the 

school including NAPLAN, the Federal Election Sausage Sizzle, a visit from the 

Fremantle Dockers and Simultaneous Story Time.  

NAPLAN  

Last week our Year 3 and Year 5 students sat the annual NAPLAN tests. I would like to 

say a big thank you to Natalie Burnett our NAPLAN Coordinator. Natalie put in a huge 

effort to ensure that the teachers and students were prepared for the tests and that 

the equipment needed was set up and ready to go. I was also very proud of our 

students and the way that they approached the test week.  

UPDATES TO SCHOOL POLICIES 

As part of the Minister for Education’s response to violence in schools, all schools are 

now required to include a policy relating to student use of mobile devices on school 

grounds.  As more and more students have access to mobile phones and other 

devices such as smart watches, schools are being asked to develop policies to outline 

acceptable usage and consequences for misuse of these devices. The ‘Personal Use of 

Mobile Devices and Other Electronic Devices’ Policy (below) is included in the 

Goollelal Primary School Student Engagement Policy. 
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https://www.goollelalps.wa.edu.au/about-us/policies/
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Personal Use of Mobile Devices and Other Electronic Devices 

At Goollelal Primary School we acknowledge that some parents/guardians provide mobile phones to 

their children for safety and organisational reasons. The school recognises that there are times when it 

is genuinely appropriate and useful for students to have access to a mobile phone - for example, to 

confirm or change after school plans. It is not necessary, nor acceptable, for mobiles phones to be 

switched on or used during school lessons. They can be a distraction to students, a disruption to classes 

and they also pose a security problem. As a result, students are discouraged from bringing them to 

school.  

Mobile Devices  

1. Students are permitted to use their mobile phones before school and after school. Parents and 

students should be aware that lost or stolen phones are not the responsibility of the school. 

2. Students are not allowed to use, or have mobile phones/devices turned on in class time, recess or 

lunch time unless permitted by the classroom teacher. They must remain in the student's bag always. A 

staff member can confiscate the phone should a student be using their phone during these times 

without permission. 

3. Students are not allowed to take photographs or film other students or staff on their phone or 

another personal electronic device apart from school work which is to be assessed.  

4. It is not acceptable for students to access social media sites or to play electronic games on their 

phone/device while at school. 

5. Students are not to charge any personal electronic devices at school. We will not provide security for 

this action. 

6. The use of mobile phones on excursions and camps will be at the discretion of the teacher in charge. 

The teacher in charge will instruct students as to when they can use their phones. Phones will 

predominantly be used for emergency communication and to be able to communicate with their 

parents/carers and family members. The phone policy and associated consequences still apply in the 

event of student misuse. 

7. If a student is using a phone in class time and has not been specifically allowed to by the teacher in 

charge of the class, then they must hand it to the teacher when requested to, without question. 

8. Any arguments from the student regarding handing over their phone, will mean that behaviour 

management strategies will be applied as per the Student Engagement Policy. All students should 

comply with all requests from all staff members. 

9. Students must keep mobile phones in their bags. Lost or stolen phones are not the responsibility of 

the school. 
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KINDERGARTEN APPLICATIONS 2020  

If you have a child turning four by the 30th June, 2020, then they will be eligible for a place in our Kindergarten 
Program. The school is taking Applications for Enrolment NOW, with the first round closing off on Friday the 30th 
July. Please complete an Application for Enrolment Form available on the school website or call into the school office 
and collect one. All Applications must be submitted with a copy of your child’s Birth Certificate, a copy of their 
current ACIR Statement (Immunisation records) and proof of your residential address (copy of a utility account etc).  

SEMESTER ONE REPORTS 

Our school now sends reports to parents/caregivers via email. Please contact Jane Quirk  
(jane.quirk@education.wa.edu.au) in the office to let us know if you have changed your email address. Semester 
One Reports will be emailed late in the afternoon of Tuesday 2nd of July and should be received no later than 
Wednesday the 3rd of July. 

IMPORTANT: You are also advised to either print off this Report or save it to your document files, as soon as 
received. The report link will disappear after 4 weeks and you will not be able to access your children’s reports after 
that.  

NEW WEBSITE 

I have had reports that there have been some unwanted, unsolicited advertisements popping up 
when the new website is accessed from home computers. This has been discussed with our 
website developer and we have upgraded the security plug ins for the site. If you continue to 
notice problems with the site, please let me know. 

P&C  

Thank you to our wonderful P&C for another successful Election Day sausage sizzle. A special 
thank you to Karen Haseldine, Brad Haseldine, Pia Bonifant, Dave Jenkins, Louise Voss, Adila 
Harpley, Roxy Edery and Councillor John Logan for manning the barbecues and sales desk.  
The sausage sizzle was very popular and was sold out of stock by 2.00pm. All up, over 
$500.00 was raised.  

It’s great to see that our collection boxes at Woolworths Woodvale and Kingsway are filling 
up so quickly. Please keep collecting or placing your stickers in the boxes provided.  

Lynne 

Lynne Anderson | Principal 

Other Electronic Devices 

Students from Year 3 to Year 6 at Goollelal Primary are required to sign and abide by the school’s 

‘Acceptable Use Agreement for use of ICT and Online Services’. A signed copy of the agreement will be 

stored in the school office. Copies of the ‘Acceptable Use Agreement for ICT and Online Services’ can be 

found on the school website or requested from the school administration. 

https://www.goollelalps.wa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Enrolment-Application-FINAL-Part-A.pdf
https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Australian-Immunisation-Register
mailto:jane.quirk@education.wa.edu.au
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Interschool Sport  

Last Friday, it was such a treat to watch the Interschool Sports. While oozing with 

enthusiasm, Goollelal did their best but Dalmain took the victory for netball and 

soccer.  Historically we have not really done well at football, but the team were 

amazing and while winning is not everything, it was a great morale boost for the 

children to win last week. Special thanks to Geoff Rintoul who had clearly trained 

up all the teams with skill building and it really showed. Well done to all 

competitors. As ever the Goollelal children demonstrated outstanding 

sportsmanship and the Phys Ed specialist from Dalmain commented on it! 

The Dockers came to Goollelal 

On Monday of this week, we were very fortunate to have been offered a football 

clinic from four of the Freo Dockers players. All the children met the players and 

asked clever, insightful questions. Then the talented young men worked with our 

football team and year 4 students, putting them through their paces with skill 

building! The children had a great time and learned many techniques. 

National Simultaneous Story Time 

On Wednesday Miss Burnett had signed us up to be a part of the national 

simultaneous story reading when 9890 locations across Australia read the funny 

and entertaining book ‘Alpacas with Maracas’ by Matt Cosgrove from exactly 

9:00am. There were 1,085,587 children registered to listen all at exactly the same 

time. It was so exciting to be a part of something so fabulous linking us to more 

than a million children through the love of reading. The children loved the count 

down timer and at the stroke of 9:00am we began to read the book as a school. 

Many classes followed up with lovely activities such as making maracas, 

redesigning the cover and  written retells. 
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Today’s Assembly 

A huge thank to Mrs Egan and Mrs Harvey for their fabulous assembly today. The children’s exuberance was 
delightful as they charmed us with their Talk for Writing about the Rainbow fish. The Talk for Writing approach to the 
teaching of writing is a powerful whole of school approach because it is based on the principles of how people learn. 
The movement from imitation to innovation to independent application can be adapted to suit the needs of learners 
of any stage. 

The Talk for Writing approach enables children to read and write independently for a variety of audiences and 
purposes within different subjects. A key feature is that children internalise the language structures needed to write 
through ‘talking the text’. 

The Rainbow Fish story which underlies the whole performance tells the story of kindness and sharing and 
friendship. The children then delighted us with a lovely song about friendship. We all marvelled at the children’s 
confidence! 

The Colour Run  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 14 June our wonderful P&C will host our first ever Colour Run which will take the place of the Lapathon. 
The product used is largely cornflour with food dyes. The children will be asked to gather some sponsors from family 
and friends but not per lap. It will be too hard to tick off the laps because the staff will be busy with the bottles of 
colour! All parents and grandparents are welcome to attend. A few facts: 

Date and time: 14 June at 1:30pm 

Wear: The children can wear old clothes and shoes to school. Apparently plain black or white tee shirts look best. 
Remember; the children’s clothes that they have on will not quite look the same again! 

Bring: Water Bottle, Sunnies and a sense of humour! 

Thank you to Mr Rintoul and the senior classes who have been busy making some of the colour run powder! A few 
scientific principles are involved. 

Kerry 

Kerry Hartmann | Deputy Principal 
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Did you know that two-thirds of homes in Kingsley have two working parents? This means there are some very busy 
families in our school community! As a busy, working parent, it’s so easy to let life get in the way of having fun with 
your kids. When exactly do you fit in the quality time around work, school, cooking, cleaning, homework, clubs, 
exercise, life admin and laundry? I found some tips from The Irish Examiner on this exact issue, but remember these 
are just tips!  

 

1. Be present 
Having a large amount of time around our children doesn’t count for much if we are pre-occupied (whether 
physically or mentally). Children notice when we aren’t fully ‘there’. Even just a small amount of time each day 
where we are fully there is what children thrive off – it’s like little specks of gold. Quality, not quantity. 

2. Stop trying to make everything perfect 
Not every part of the house needs to be squeaky clean, not every shirt needs to be ironed. Relax a little bit with the 
chores for the sake of more quality time. There will always be chores to be done, there won’t always be chances for 
quality time.   

3. Think about what you’re doing and why 
Are our decisions based on love or on fear? Sometimes we get obsessive about chores because we fear judgement 
from friends or relatives; sometimes we work back late because we fear judgement from colleagues that we aren’t 
hardworking. However, a love decision might be to leave work on time, or let the floor be un-vacuumed for the sake 
of some quality time.  

4. Use tiny snippets of time to talk 
We don’t always have to spend long hours with our kids to show them we care. Make the most of the free slots you 
have available. Ask them about their day at school, offer to help with homework, or even read them a short story 
while you’re waiting for the food to cook. It’s not about setting aside long hours; it’s about making the most of the 
time you’ve got. And when you are utilising that time, get rid of the gadgets: Keep electronic devices out of sight. 
Giving each other your full attention will make the time you spend together feel much longer and more valuable. 

5. Prioritise the best stuff 
Rank activities on a one to 10 scale and prioritise the right things. We can ask children what their ’10 out of 10’ 
activity is to do with us and then make time for it, even if it’s the only thing we do with them that week.  

6. Make time in the morning 
Mornings can be perfect for spending quality time with the kids. Prepare everything the night before and wake your 
children up 15 minutes earlier, so you can start the day with something fun. Read a book, have a singalong to your 
favourite song, sit down for breakfast together. You may think that 15 minutes is not enough, but to your children, 
it’s some extra time with you. 

7. Show them you care even when you’re not there 
And finally, children love surprises, so if you don’t have any moments to spare, you can still show that you love them. 
Write them a note and slide it into their lunchboxes. Get as creative as you like – your children will appreciate the 
effort you’ve put into making them feel loved.” 

7-ways-to-squeeze-quality-time-into-busy-family 
 

Tim 

Tim Mullen| School Chaplain 

Chaplain’s Chatter 

https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/lifestyle/features/7-ways-to-squeeze-quality-time-into-busy-family-life-827001.html
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Simultaneous Story Time 
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TA3 
Justin 

Lucy 
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A reminder that, for duty of care reasons, the Department of Education requires us to differentiate between 
school organized, P&C organised and business/community activities. These are  non-school activities.  

From the Community 
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Sharing, Caring and 

Learning 


