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Principal’s Pen
Welcome back to Term 2! I would like to send a huge thank you to everyone in our school community for
the exceptional way that you have all coped with the myriad of changes and disruptions to our normal
school operations. Our staff, students and parents have all continued to show care, kindness and
compassion for each other as we have adjusted to new ways of working, living and learning. As the
restrictions associated with Covid-19 start to ease, we are going back to our normal delivery of news
through our fortnightly newsletter. Urgent notices will continue to be sent out through our Skoolbag App
and on CONNECT if they are needed.
Home Learning Activities and Webex Conferences
This week we had over 80% of students returning to school. We would like to
continue to support those students who are continuing to learn at home but, to
avoid overloading our teachers, we will be changing the way home learning is
delivered. From Monday the 11th of May we will be asking parents to use the
Connected Learning Hub at Connected Learning Hub to access work packages.
Our teachers will still be adding notices and some tailored content to the
CONNECT page for each class, but this may not be as frequent or as detailed as it
was for the first few weeks. Parents can email classroom teachers for feedback
about their child’s work or if they have questions about the resources. Please
email me at Lynne.Anderson@education.wa.edu.au if you need any help with
accessing work packages from home.
Running video conferences has been a steep learning curve for many of us. Thank you for your patience
when things have not worked. We particularly liked Shayla’s, “Having Technical Problems” sign when the
sound wasn’t working! Webex conferences will continue to be held once per week at a time advertised by
each classroom teacher. If the numbers of children at home is minimal, I have given teachers the option
of calling individual children to check on their progress. Your classroom teacher will advise you if that is
the case.
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Reports
This semester, reports will be significantly different. Because of the prolonged disruption to normal
classes and assessments, our teachers will not be using a five point scale or A to E grades. Our teachers
will write comments for the learning areas indicated in our Semester 1 Reporting Schedule.
This schedule is used by all our teachers to maintain Department of Education reporting requirements.
Our specialist teachers see more than 200 students per week in their classes and we do not expect them
to write comments for each and every student. Each semester, our specialist teachers grade every
student and write a comment for either the junior classes, or the senior classes. For example, in Science
this semester, Mr Rintoul would normally grade all students, but only write comments for his Year 4 to
Year 6 classes. Next semester, he will grade all students but only write comments for his Year 1 to Year 3
classes. Because this semester has been disrupted, in Science, there will be no grades and only the Year 4
to Year 6 students will have a comment.
We have recently updated our Assessment, Curriculum and Reporting Policy. This policy has lots of
information about school reports, including a new matrix for teachers to assess students’ personal and
social learning development. The policy will be added to our school website next week.
Kindergarten Carpark - Kiss n Drive
I have been so pleased by the way our Kindergarten Kiss n Drive has been running over the last two
weeks. Congratulations to all involved for making it work so safely and smoothly. We will be continuing to
trial the use of the Kindergarten carpark as a Kiss n Drive for the foreseeable future. If no major problems
occur I am considering converting this carpark into a Kiss n Drive for all parents. This will depend on
everyone continuing to drive slowly through the area rather than parking and getting out.
School Board
We are currently looking for parents who may be interested in nominating for membership to our School
Board. Our parent members of the board bring their experience as parents at the school, and the views of
the wider school community. Members of the Board are appointed for a term not exceeding three years.
For more information on the functions and roles of the Board, please read our Terms of Reference in the
Board section of our website: https://www.goollelalps.wa.edu.au/school-board/about-school-board/
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Deputy’s Desk

Dear Parents and Friends
Mothers Day
Firstly, I would like to wish all our lovely mothers and grandmothers a very happy Mothers’ Day for
Sunday. Let’s hope that you all get to put your feet up and get thoroughly spoiled for the day. Today the
children filed through the canteen and Lynne and I enjoyed playing shop keepers as they lovingly picked
their little pressies for their mums. The selection was fabulous this year, so you can expect something
nice! (there are no tea- towels, rubber gloves or sponges!!) Grateful thanks to Eleanore De Beer who
made the displays so beautiful following all the purchasing and Karen Haseldine for all the clerical work
who created lists of students who had paid. Also thank you to the P&C for making sure our mums are
acknowledged each year.
I must share a little story which happened yesterday. The year six children and I took all the gifts to all the
classes so the children knew what was available. Without telling all, it is probably no secret to assume
that one of the gifts is a wine glass. In each class I said, ‘who has seen mum with one of these in her hand
lately?’ I would say it was about a 98% strike rate. One little boy (who shall remain nameless)
spontaneously combusted and called out “YES… ABOUT 30 times a day!” – out of the mouth of babes!
Mental health and Well-being (Adults)
Taking care of your own mental health and well-being at this time is important. Remember support is
available. For personal crisis and mental health support services you can contact Lifeline on
13 11 14 or Beyond Blue on 1300 224 636.
Student Update Forms
Next week Student Update Forms will be sent home with those students at school. If your child is learning
from home you can either contact jane.quirk@education.wa.edu.au for a copy to be emailed or we will
hold onto the forms until your child returns. Please check and return the forms to school with your child
as soon as possible, with corrections made. It is very important we have accurate information on our
system.
Medical Needs
We take great care to get all medical issues for children correct. We are coming in to winter now so
please ensure that in date asthma puffers are either in school bags or the office (with a plan). If you
require a form please contact me.
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From the Community
A reminder that, for duty of care reasons, the Department of Education requires us to differentiate
between school organized, P&C organised and business/community activities. These are
non-school activities.
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