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Principal’s Pen
Over the last fortnight, Kerry Hartmann and I have been very busy, carrying out the final stage in our
annual performance development process for staff. For teachers, the process includes personal goal
setting linked to the Australian Standards (AITSL), co-coaching with a peer, working in collaborative
groups and finally, lesson observations with verbal feedback and a written report. Kerry and I also seek
feedback on ways that we can continually improve our professional performance. For us, that comes in
the form of parent and student survey responses, as well as a 360 Degree Reflection Tool which surveys
our staff, peers, community members and Department of Education superiors. Just as we model lifelong
learning to our students, our staff are constantly learning ways to improve in their roles.
Covid-19 Update
This year I have noticed a marked drop in the
number of children off school with coughs and
sniffles. This impression was echoed by the recent
data from the Health Department which shows that
in June and July this year, WA had 30 notifications of
influenza as compared to 15, 478 over the same
period last year.
Department of Health-Influenza 2015-2020
This week I asked all teachers to remain vigilant in continuing to maintain the extra hygiene precautions
we have been practising to avoid the spread of Covid-19. This includes reminding the children to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Use hand sanitizer every time they enter and leave the classroom.
Wash their hands after each play break and toilet break.
Keep social distancing as much as is possible in a school.
Cough or sneeze into their elbows.
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Our school staff are continuing to:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Use the hand sanitizer and methylated spirits supplied in each class.
Socially distance as much as possible in the staffroom and classrooms.
Use the regular hand washing and other hygiene measures suggested by the CHO.
Clean playground equipment before school and after each play break.

I would like to thank all parents for helping us to maintain these high standards by keeping your children
off the play equipment after school. While this has always been a school rule for safety reasons, it is more
important now than ever if we are able to maintain cleaning and hygiene requirements expected of all
WA schools.
Shout Out-Early Years - Play Equipment
Our early childhood teachers are looking for good quality second hand equipment and play sets for their
role play areas.
The types of equipment they would welcome includes:

Toy Cars

Dress Ups

Role Play equipment (ie tea sets, kitchen utensils, plastic food)
If you are able to help us out, please put donations in the collection box outside the school office.
New Playgroup President
I would like to welcome our new Playgroup President, Andrea O’Brien. Thank you for volunteering to take
on the role Andrea. Our playgroup runs every Thursday from 9am to 11am in TA1. If you have children
from 0-4 you are very welcome to come along to meet other parents and to familiarise your child with the
school environment.
Students Leaving at the End of 2020
If you know your child/children will not be returning to Goollelal in 2021 please email the Office at
Goollelal.PS@education.wa.edu.au as soon as possible. This helps us with our 2021 planning.

Lynne
Lynne Anderson | Principal

Deputy’s Desk

Social and Emotional Well-being in children
During second term the teachers from Years 2-6 ran the ACER Social and Emotional Wellbeing Survey.
Students' academic competence is frequently measured. However, at Goollelal we want to gauge if
students are making progress on less tangible qualities such as social and emotional growth. The ACER
Social-Emotional Wellbeing Survey offers us the opportunity to survey our students and generate a report
on a wide variety of social, emotional and behavioural outcomes of our student population. The results of
the survey have determined the planning for some targeted lessons for some of the year levels where it
has been identified, that there is a need for intervention.
My own observations across many years have been, that I have noticed an increase in anxiety in our
children. Building resilience in children and helping children to solve some simple problems for
themselves is hard to do and is certainly a partnership between the family and school. Some of our focus
lessons include the following topics (but not limited to):
Playing fairly
Being a good winner
Being a good looser
Making decisions in a group
Respecting each other’s opinions
Including others page
Standing up for yourself
Telling someone to stop annoying you the right way
Ignoring someone who is giving you a hard time
One of the resources that I often offer parents who are concerned about their child’s social and emotional
health is the Brave Program which is a free online self-directed therapy program. Please see article below.
If professional help and support is required then the best idea is to discuss it with your GP, who will
possible provide you with a care plan which will reduce the cost of therapy.

BRAVE Self-Help is an online program for the prevention,
early intervention, and treatment of youth anxiety. It was developed at The University of Queensland by experts in youth anxiety and has now been running for over 14 years throughout
Australia. The program is fun, interactive, based on cognitivebehavioural principles and has been found to be effective in
reducing anxiety in children and adolescents. It has helped
hundreds of children experiencing social anxiety, shyness, separation anxiety, phobias and general worries. BRAVE Self-Help
is now available to use at home for free due to the support
of beyondblue. Any Australian young people who would like
help with anxiety can access the self-help program via https://
brave4you.psy.uq.edu.au/ The program can be accessed
through any computer or tablet device, at any time and includes
up to 10 sessions for youth. Parents can also take part in a
separate parent program to learn ways of helping their child or
teenagers manage anxiety. Teachers, young people and parents can also find out more about the program or take a trial or
any of the programs through the BRAVE website.

Book Fair
Our annual Book Fair will be held from Tuesday 25 August until Friday 28 August. The children will all go
through the library before-hand and will bring home their wish list! However, please don’t feel pressured
into buying. Mrs Tegjeu usually puts a selection of books aside if any parents want to make a donation.
We also receive about 20% of the total sales in cash which we always put to good use, usually reading
books.

I doubt that this year will be a massive turn over in sales as we need to put some restrictions around
numbers of parents viewing at the same time, determined by the Government requirements. We will
have our normal display in the library but may take some of the displays outside. I would ask that each
person observes the rules around physical distancing please. There will be more about this just before
Book Fair.
Book Week
We will proceed with a Book Week parade this year. We would like all the children to dress as their
favourite book character and we will have a parade at school. The staff will make sure that the children
have fun with other class based activities, to acknowledge the importance of books and reading in our
lives.

Open Morning
We would like to welcome all parents to Open Morning, which will be held on Wednesday 26 August.
Classrooms will be open from 7.45am until 8.50am for parents. Unfortunately, siblings will need to remain
in their own classrooms, with the teachers maintaining duty of care for the children, once parents have
moved on. We would like to ask that each parent group is succinct with the time that they spend in the
classroom to prevent over-crowding and maintain the current regulations of 1 person per 2 square
metres. This is a wonderful opportunity to have a look inside the classroom and have a peek at the work
your child is producing. Please remember that it is not a time for lengthy conversations about progress.
Soccer Clinic
We have been offered a fabulous opportunity for all children from K to Year 6 to participate in a free
soccer clinic, hosted by the Perth Glory Development program. The children will enjoy the clinics on both
Fridays of weeks 4 and 5.
Sports Carnival
For some children the highlight of the school calendar is sports day. The children have been busy
practicing all the games during physical education classes. On the day, parents will be able to sit on the
other side of the track but once again observing the principles of physical distancing. There will also be
more about that later.
Please be careful…
We often have parents and community members reporting to us that the traffic moves too fast along
McDowell St and as such we ask that parents take great care and adhere to the speed limits. With thanks!

Kerry
Kerry Hartmann | Deputy Principal

25 August to 28 August
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Chaplain’s Chatter

Kids love something special in their lunch at school so why not send them a Note. It can be as simple as
“I love you”, or “Good luck on your maths test” or “Have a great day – thinking of you”.
Try writing the notes – you will be surprised how a short little note in their lunch box goes a long way.
They will take less than 5 minutes to write.

Stephanie

Teacher/Parent Meetings must be
pre-arranged
Visiting the Office
Morning Drop Off and Afternoon Pick Up

Kiss and Drive- Staff in attendance on
Kindy days

Picking children up during the day

Attendance

Canteen

Assemblies

Parents and carers can email their child’s classroom teacher or school
staff, or call 6207 2100, to pre- arrange a face to face meeting time if
required.
Visitors inside the front office will be limited to no more than 2 adults
at a time.
To comply with current health advice, we ask that parents continue
to drop off/meet children at the school perimeter or use the Kiss and
Drive if possible. If, for any reason, you do need to enter the school,
please do not enter the classrooms. Children entering the school
grounds before 8.30am will be asked to sit quietly on the benches
outside classrooms until their classroom is opened.
We are extending the use of the Kiss and Drive facility to all parents.
A full set of guidelines for the Kiss and Drive is on CONNECT.
Kindy children will now be escorted to the Kiss and Drive at 3.10pm
(2.30pm on Tuesdays).
Parents and carers who need to pick their child up during the school
day should notify the office by emailing
Goollelal.PS@education.wa.edu.au or phoning 6207 2100. Parents
and carers may come to the office to wait for your child (maximum of
2 visitors in the office foyer).
Attendance is now back to normal. If your child becomes sick during
the day we will err on the side of caution and call parents or carers to
collect them from the school office. If your child is sick before school,
please notify us as usual through the Skoolbag app or by emailing
Goollelal.PS@education.wa.edu.au
As the children have missed a significant amount of school time this
year, we ask that parents and carers reconsider vacations or nonessential days off in school times.
Our canteen will be open this term. All lunch orders must be done
online using [https://quickcliq.com.au/] Recess items and ice-creams
can be paid for with cash at the canteen window.
Due to the 100 person limit and Assembly Area renovations,
assemblies will not be held until further notice.

Choir

Choir will not operate until further notice.

P&C and Board Meetings

Face to face meetings can resume with physical distancing
requirements.
For details, please see Deputy’s Desk
Classrooms will be open on this day from 7.45am until 8.50am for
parents and carers. Please maintain physical distancing.

Book Week and Book Fair 24th-28th Aug
Open Morning 26th Aug
Father’s Day Stall
Faction Sports Carnival 4th Sep

The P&C will ask for pre-payment and the children will choose gifts
from the canteen (as they did for Mother’s Day).
At this stage we are planning to go ahead with this event but we will
be following current health advice. Health advice is that adult visitors
and school staff maintain physical distancing of one person per 2
square metres.

VACSWIM 2020

From the Community
A reminder that, for duty of care reasons, the Department of Education requires us to differentiate
between school organized, P&C organised and business/community activities. These are
non-school activities.

From the Community

From the Community

