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Principal’s Pen
Dear Parents
‘Be kind to each other.’
Welcome to Term Four and the beautiful sunshine that Spring always brings. I hope that everyone was
able to spend some quality time with their families and possibly even enjoyed the storms!
The staff are all back with big smiles on their faces and re-invigorated and looking forward to a term of
learning and fun.
This term I am really looking forward to working closely with Vanessa as we begin working, along with
staff on the new Business and Operational Plans which inform the teaching and learning programs. The
plans are based on data collection and focus on some of the bigger questions that the data reveals as well
as individual assessments of each child’s progress. Although we did not have NAPLAN data this year, we
had a range of other normed data and I am confident that as a staff we can work with this to plan for the
on-going improvement that we always strive for. Today, for the staff was a whole day of interrogating the
data and making our plans.
This year changed the face of Education as we know it and has put families under a great deal of stress, so
I want to take every opportunity to elicit enjoyment. From tomorrow, for the rest of the week you will see
our lovely school bird cage on a table outside the library door. It would be lovely if the children (parents
are welcome too) to write a little letter or card, of kindness to another child or staff member. Please could
you make sure that the children put the name and location of the recipient and the lovely senior class will
deliver them. How lovely it will be to brighten someone’s day. Toward the end of the term we will have
Santa mail.
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Also, this term I am starting up a volunteers program called ‘Adopt a Garden Bed’. Our beautiful gardens
are so extensive, and we battle to keep them beautifully maintained, so I thought that anyone connected
to the school community; parents or grandparents who may have a small amount of free time can come
in at their leisure and rake, weed or fertilize, just one garden bed. From time to time our senior
environment students get out to help but we are always time poor. If you would like to be included in this
highly prestigious program, please phone the front office on 6207 2100 or email me
Kerry.Hartmann@education.wa.edu.au. We will be very grateful for any amount of help, paid by a cup of
tea and a biscuit! If you want to be involved before or after school, your own child may like to help as a
part of community service.
Later in the term, I am hoping that we can open up the school a little more as restrictions ease even
further and we can have a greater focus on the community aspect of school. On Wednesdays the children
will enjoy Edu-Dance once again and at the end of the year we will have a lovely concert.
Looking forward to a fabulous term.
Kind regards

Kerry
Kerry Hartmann | Principal

Deputy’s Desk

Dear Parents

I hope you have all had a wonderful break and are rested and read for a busy term ahead! I am looking
forward to a productive and fulfilling term and feel privileged to be working alongside Kerry for the
remainder of the year.
At Goollelal Primary School it is a great privilege to be able to offer selected students, an opportunity to
learn either the flute or guitar, through the School of Instrumental Music (SIMS).
Each week the students attend a half hour music lesson with a visiting music teacher. The high-quality
lessons are free and over the course of two years most children make excellent progress.
In the coming weeks, I will be testing all Year 4 children with the Musical Aptitude Test provided by SIMS.
The children with the highest scores are offered instruments to learn in Year 5 and 6. The places are
highly sought after but it is important for families to understand that there is a commitment to daily
practice. Students who gain a place in the guitar program will need to purchase a guitar and advice is
given from the teachers about the type of guitar to purchase.
Those who enter the flute program have an opportunity to hire the flute for the first year, at a cost of
$110.00, but are then expected to purchase or hire externally for the second year. The School of
Instrumental Music have a limited supply.
Last term, students in Year 4 undertook the Primary Extension and Challenge (PEAC) test. This test
assesses students’ suitability to participate in the PEAC program in Year 5 and Year 6. The results will be
sent to the school in due course and parents will be notified soon after.
Kind regards

Vanessa
Vanessa Furlong | Deputy Principal

From the Community
A reminder that, for duty of care reasons, the Department of Education requires us to differentiate
between school organized, P&C organised and business/community activities. These are
non-school activities.
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